
Colorado Department of Agriculture’s STAR+ pro-
gram is a great tool to support innova  on and exper-
imenta  on to improve soil health on your farm or 
ranch. This fl exible framework developed by farmers 
and ranchers for farmers and ranchers

• Evaluates your current produc  on system
• Helps you incorporate soil health management 

prac  ces
• Documents progress and shares your successes

The program reduces risk to you by connec  ng your 
local conserva  on district or other eligible en   es 
and providing you with fi nancial resources, technical 
help, and other producers.

Your management prac  ces are evaluated and 
assigned points resul  ng in a 1- to 5 STAR+ Ra  ng. 
A higher ra  ng refl ects a greater commitment to 
improving soil health, water quality, and availability 
through soil health principles.

Enrolling now for Summer 2023!
Interested? Contact your local conserva  on district or email cda_soil@state.co.us 

Become a 
STAR+ Producer

Farmers enrolled in STAR+ receive

• $75/acre (a minimum of $1,000 and maximum of  
$5,000) per year matching payment.

• Technical assistance partner.
• Receive two free soil tests (Years 1 and 3).
• Soil moisture monitoring
• Opportuni  es to a  end fi eld days to learn about 

soil health prac  ces and research.
• Receive STAR+ Field Signs and marke  ng sup-

port.
• See the benefi ts of increased soil health like  

water reten  on, drought, and erosion resilience, 
decreased nutrient loss.

• Become a conserva  on and soil health leader!



McAfee Farm, owned and operated by MB and Chuck McA-
fee, comprises 2,300 acres of farmland and rough land. There 
is no irriga  on. The McAfees have shi  ed from tradi  onal 
row-crop farming and are prac  cing regenera  ve agriculture 
methods. 

Addi  onally, they engage with two women ranchers, one 
running ca  le and the other running goats. 

They are closely monitoring biomass produc  on and soil 
quality. STAR+ plays a crucial role in their soil quality work.

Producer Responsibilities
STAR Plus is designed to be as fl exible as possible while s  ll crea  ng las  ng soil health improvement across            
Colorado. Farmers and Ranchers in the STAR Plus program are responsible for the following:

• Commit to enrolling one of your fi elds for three years. 
• Commit to trying a new prac  ce to improve your soil health. 
• FSA federal funding eligible
• Develop and implement a plan in Year 1. There is some fl exibility depending on condi  ons. 
• Fill out required paperwork for “Check-in” and producer reimbursement forms each year. 
• Track receipts and hours spent for reimbursement. 

What’s Next? 
The STAR Program is launching a new enrollment phase in Summer 2023.  If you are interested in enrolling, please 
contact CDA_soil@state.co.us. 

Enrolling now for Summer 2023!
Interested? Contact your local conserva  on district or email cda_soil@state.co.us 


